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(57) ABSTRACT

Provided are a navigation system, an information providing
method and a mobile communication terminal wherein the
merits of wide-area information delivery using broadcast
waves are sufficiently utilized and further delivery data are
selected or discarded at each of a plurality of terminals
according to the position or traveling path thereof, whereby
information in accordance with the position of each mobile
communication terminal can be provided. A broadcast sta-
tion of a navigation system digital-broadcasts, to a plurality
of mobile communication terminals, a plurality of data files
including a plurality of types of content files and at least one
guide file. Each mobile communication terminal uses asso-
ciated information of the guide file to determine and use a
content file corresponding to the current position or to a
guide path that leads to the destination.
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FIG. 2
NAVIGATION DEVICE (CLIENT TERMINAL)
(_START )
S1
INPUT DESTINATION POINT
¥
<:ROUTE DISTRIBUTION MODE YA
YES S3
S4
CALGULATE TENTATIVE ROUTE TRANSITION TO STAND-ALONE

ROUTE GUIDANCE MODE

ISSUE DELIVERY REQUEST FOR |59
SERVER ROUTE

PERFORM GUIDANCE ALONG |56
TENTATIVE ROUTE

<i HAS SERVER ROUTE BEEN )fz________
RECEIVED ? NO

YES
<i CAN SERVER ROUTE BE  \°0
REPRODUCED ? /N0
YES S10

SET SERVER ROUTE AS 9

GUIDANCE ROUTE SET TENTATIVE ROUTE AS

GUIDANCE ROUTE

|

CARRY OUT NORMAL ROUTE  |S11
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FIG. 9
CLIENT TERMINAL
(_START )
541
RECEIVE LIST FILE AND FRAGMENTS OF CONTENTS FILES
S42
DECOMPRESS
S43
DETECT CURRENT POSITION
S44
SPECIFY IDENTIFIERS OF REGIONS CORRESPONDING TO
CURRENT POSITION AND SURROUNDING REGION
545
SPECIFY FILE NAMES CORRESPONDING TO
RESPECTIVE IDENTIFIERS BY LIST FILE
S46
EXTRACT CONTENTS FILES BASED ON FILE NAMES
S41
DISPLAY OR OUTPUT EXTRACTED CONTENTS FILES
CORRESPONDING TO PRIORITY LEVEL

(_RETURN )
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NAVIGATION SYSTEM, INFORMATION
PROVIDING METHOD, AND MOBILE
COMMUNICATION TERMINAL

TECHNICAL FIELD

The present invention relates to a navigation system and
an information providing method for delivering various
information by way of broadcasting with respect to a mobile
communications terminal that is capable of detecting a
current position, as well as to a mobile communications
terminal in which the navigation system or the information
providing method can be used.

BACKGROUND ART

In Japanese Laid-Open Patent Publication No. 2007-
060489 (hereinafter referred to as “JP2007-060489A), a
vehicle-mounted receiver apparatus 100 including a navi-
gation device 102 is disclosed. With the vehicle-mounted
receiver apparatus 100, route guidance is carried out using
the navigation device 102, and emergency information (di-
saster information, etc.) contained in a digital broadcast is
displayed on a monitor 103 through the navigation device
102.

According to JP2007-060489A, upon determining the
emergency information contained within the digital broad-
cast, at first, it is judged whether or not the value of an
emergency alert broadcast flag (emergency information flag)
in the received data is 1. If the value of the emergency
information flag is 1, then data that is tagged with the
emergency information is extracted and used. Stated other-
wise, with JP2007-060489A, the contents of the delivered
data per se are confirmed to determine whether or not the
data should be used as the emergency information.

Further, in a third embodiment of JP2007-060489A, a
configuration is disclosed in which, using position informa-
tion of the vehicle and position information of a disaster
occurrence point while route guidance is being performed
(i.e., while using route information), the navigation device
102 determines a priority at which the warning information
is displayed. Moreover, as a modification of the third
embodiment, for example, concerning emergency informa-
tion of the occurrence of an artificial or unnatural disaster
such as a terrorism event or the like, it is described that a
broadcast station may be allowed to determine the display
priority.

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

As discussed above, according to JP2007-060489A, it is
disclosed that, using position information itself, which is
detected by a GPS of the vehicle, and position information
of a disaster occurrence point which is received by a digital
broadcast, the navigation device 102 determines a priority at
which the warning information is displayed. However, with
the configuration disclosed in JP2007-060489A, portions of
data of the same format, which are delivered over a wide
area, are merely selected and displayed at a priority order
that is set by the distance to the disaster location.

Further, although the emergency information and the like
are intended to be updated to new information within as
short a period of time as possible, with the configuration
disclosed in JP2007-060489A, the load on the server for the
purpose of correcting data over a wide area is large, and
there is a problem in that, in order to shorten the updating
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period for such data, an extremely large load is imposed on
the server side to update the broadcast data.

The present invention has been devised with the aim of
solving the aforementioned problems, and has the object of
providing a navigation system, an information providing
method, and a mobile communications terminal, which are
capable of providing information in accordance with posi-
tional situations of respective mobile communications ter-
minals, by taking advantage of information that is distrib-
uted over a wide area by broadcast waves, along with
selecting the distribution data corresponding to a movement
path or a position itself on the side of the respective mobile
communications terminals.

In a navigation system according to the present invention,
two-way communications are performed between a server
and a plurality of mobile communications terminals that
detect current positions, the server searches for guidance
routes to destination points set by the mobile communica-
tions terminals and notifies the corresponding mobile com-
munications terminals, and the mobile communications ter-
minals perform route guidance based on the notified
guidance routes. The navigation system further comprises a
digital broadcast station that digitally broadcasts to the
plurality of mobile communications terminals plural data
files, each of which includes multiple types of contents files
and at least one guidance file. Each of the multiple types of
contents files contains contents information that is output to
or displayed on the plurality of mobile communications
terminals, and an identifier of the multiple types of contents
files. The guidance file contains association information,
which is information that associates the identifier of the
multiple types of contents files with an identifier of a
broadcast target area. Each of the plurality of mobile com-
munications terminals is configured to comprise a digital
broadcast receiver, which receives the guidance file and the
multiple types of contents files. Using the association infor-
mation, each of the plurality of mobile communications
terminals is configured to specify the contents file, which is
associated with the identifier of the broadcast target area that
matches an identifier of a present region including the
current position that is detected by the respective mobile
communications terminals and is contained within the guid-
ance file, or matches an identifier of a mobile plan region
including the guidance route notified from the server, extract
the specified contents file from the digital broadcast, and
display or output the contents information included in the
extracted contents file.

According to the present invention, with the plurality of
mobile communications terminals, based on the guidance
file that is included in the digital broadcast, a contents file to
be extracted can be specified. Therefore, in each of the
mobile communications terminals, contents information cor-
responding to the current position or the guidance route can
be obtained, and displayed or output easily and without
excess or deficiency.

Further, with the respective mobile communications ter-
minals, in addition to referring to the guidance file, the
contents file to be extracted can be specified by monitoring
identifiers of the contents files. Therefore, it becomes unnec-
essary to confirm the content of the contents information
within the contents files, and each of the mobile communi-
cations terminals can efficiently sift through and select
contents files related to the current position or the guidance
route.

The contents files may be divided respectively into a
plurality of fragments, and the digital broadcast station may
deliver the guidance files having same content a plurality of
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times, during a delivery period during which the fragments
of the multiple types of contents files are delivered once,
respectively. In accordance with this feature, even during a
delivery period in which the multiple types of contents files
are delivered once respectively, at the point in time that the
guidance file is acquired, the respective mobile communi-
cations terminals can initiate acquisition of the fragments of
the contents file that relates to the current position or the
guidance route. Therefore, it is possible to advance or hasten
the start timing of acquisition of the fragments of the
contents files.

The association information contained in the guidance file
includes updating information for the respective contents
files that are associated with the identifier of the contents
files and the identifier of the broadcast target area. In the
mobile communications terminals, after having received a
contents file, in a case that a new contents file is received
which has same identifier of the contents file, when the
updating information indicates updating of the content
thereof, the contents information included in the new con-
tents file may be displayed or output, whereas when the
updating information does not indicate updating of the
content thereof, the contents information included in the
new contents file may not be displayed or output. In accor-
dance with this feature, the processing load for processing
contents files all of which include the same contents infor-
mation can be reduced.

The guidance file may further include information relating
to number of fragments, and when the number of fragments
of a contents file to be extracted is not in agreement, the
mobile communications terminals continue to store the
fragments that have been received until a next delivery
period. Consequently, in the case that a portion of the
fragments cannot be acquired, the received fragments can be
maintained, and can be provided to the next delivery cycle.

The multiple types of contents files may be classified into
respective categories corresponding to content of the con-
tents information, the guidance file or the contents files
themselves may include priority information in which pri-
ority levels are defined for each of the categories in relation
to display or output of the contents information, the digital
broadcast station may set broadcast band or delivery period
in accordance with the priority level and broadcast the
contents files, and the mobile communications terminals
may display or output the contents information correspond-
ing to the priority information.

By this feature, since the contents files are broadcast by
way of a broadcast band or a delivery period in accordance
with a given priority level, the contents information can be
delivered to the mobile communications terminals corre-
sponding to the priority level thereof (for example, priori-
tized if disaster information such as a tsunami or the like is
involved). Further, with the mobile communications termi-
nals, since the contents information is displayed or output
corresponding to the priority information, an appropriate
display or output can be made corresponding to the priority
level thereof.

An information providing method according to the pres-
ent invention comprises a two-way communications step of
performing two-way communications between a server and
a plurality of mobile communications terminals, and a
digital broadcasting step of digitally broadcasting to the
plurality of mobile communications terminals from a digital
broadcast station. The two-way communications step further
comprises a route search request step carried out via wireless
communications for transmitting from the mobile commu-
nications terminals with respect to the server a current
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position of each of the mobile communications terminals,
and a search request for a guidance route to a destination
point, a search route transmission step of transmitting the
guidance route that was searched for by the server by way
of wireless communications from the server with respect to
each of the mobile communications terminals, and a route
guidance step for performing route guidance in the mobile
communications terminals using the guidance route that was
obtained from the server. The digital broadcasting step
further comprises a broadcasting step of digitally broadcast-
ing contents information from the digital broadcast station
with respect to the plurality of mobile communications
terminals, and a contents receiving step of receiving the
digital broadcast and displaying or outputting the contents
information that is included in the digital broadcast, in the
mobile communications terminals. The digital broadcast
includes a broadcast of plural data files, each of which
includes multiple types of contents files and at least one
guidance file, each of the multiple types of contents files
contains the contents information that is output to or dis-
played on the plurality of mobile communications terminals,
and an identifier of the multiple types of contents files, and
the guidance file contains association information, which is
information that associates the identifier of the multiple
types of contents files with an identifier of a broadcast target
area. The contents receiving step further comprises a con-
tents file specifying step of using the association information
to specify the contents file, which is associated with the
identifier of the broadcast target area that matches an iden-
tifier of a present region that includes the current position
and is contained within the guidance file, or matches an
identifier of a mobile plan region including the guidance
route obtained from the server, a contents file extracting step
of extracting the specified contents file from the digital
broadcast, and a contents displaying/outputting step of dis-
playing or outputting the contents information included in
the extracted contents file.

A mobile communications terminal according to the pres-
ent invention comprises a current position detector that
detects a current position, a destination point input unit
configured to input a destination point, a route guidance unit
that displays or outputs a guidance route to the destination
point, a wireless communications device that communicates
with a server that searches for the guidance route, and a
digital broadcast receiver that receives a digital broadcast.
The digital broadcast receiver specifies multiple types of
contents files and at least one guidance file from within the
digital broadcast, each of the multiple types of contents files
contains contents information that is output to or displayed
on the route guidance unit, and an identifier of the multiple
types of contents files. The guidance file contains association
information, which is information that associates the iden-
tifier of the multiple types of contents files with an identifier
of a broadcast target area. The route guidance unit is
configured to issue a request to the server by way of the
wireless communications device with the current position
that was detected by the current position detector, for a
search request for a guidance route to the destination point
that was input to the destination point input unit, and acquire
via wireless communications the guidance route that was
searched for by the server. Furthermore, the route guidance
unit is configured to, using the association information,
specify the contents file, which is associated with the iden-
tifier of the broadcast target area that matches an identifier
of a present region including the current position that is
contained within the guidance file and was detected by the
current position detector, or matches an identifier of a mobile
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plan region including the guidance route obtained from the
server, extract the specified contents file from the digital
broadcast through the digital broadcast receiver, and display
or output the contents information included in the extracted
contents file.

In a navigation system according to the present invention,
route guidance is performed respectively in a plurality of
mobile communications terminals having a current position
detecting function. The navigation system further comprises
a digital broadcast station that digitally broadcasts to the
plurality of mobile communications terminals plural data
files, each of which includes multiple types of contents files
and at least one guidance file. Each of the multiple types of
contents files contains contents information that is output to
or displayed on the plurality of mobile communications
terminals, and an identifier of the multiple types of contents
files. The guidance file contains association information,
which is information that associates the identifier of the
multiple types of contents files with an identifier of a
broadcast target area. Each of the plurality of mobile com-
munications terminals is configured to comprise a digital
broadcast receiver, which receives the guidance file and the
multiple types of contents files, and using the association
information, specify the contents file, which is associated
with the identifier of the broadcast target area that matches
an identifier of a present region including the current posi-
tion detected by the respective mobile communications
terminals, or matches an identifier of a mobile plan region
including the guidance route to the destination point that was
input to the mobile communications terminals, extract the
specified contents file from the digital broadcast, and display
or output the contents information included in the contents
file extracted by the respective mobile communications
terminals.

An information providing method according to the pres-
ent invention provides information by a digital broadcast
from a digital broadcast station with respect to a plurality of
mobile communications terminals having a current position
detecting function. The information providing step com-
prises a broadcasting step of digitally broadcasting contents
information from the digital broadcast station with respect to
the plurality of mobile communications terminals, and a
contents receiving step of receiving the digital broadcast and
displaying or outputting the contents information that is
included in the digital broadcast, in the mobile communi-
cations terminals. The digital broadcast includes a broadcast
of plural data files, each of which includes multiple types of
contents files and at least one guidance file, each of the
multiple types of contents files contains the contents infor-
mation that is output to or displayed on the plurality of
mobile communications terminals, and an identifier of the
multiple types of contents files. The guidance file contains
association information, which is information that associates
the identifier of the multiple types of contents files with an
identifier of a broadcast target area. The contents receiving
step further comprises a contents file specifying step of
using the association information to specify the contents file,
which is associated with the identifier of the broadcast target
area that matches an identifier of a present region including
the current position detected by the mobile communications
terminals, or matches an identifier of a mobile plan region
including the guidance route to the destination point that was
input to the mobile communications terminals, a contents
file extracting step of extracting the specified contents file
from the digital broadcast, and a contents displaying/out-
putting step of displaying or outputting the contents infor-
mation included in the extracted contents file.
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A mobile communications terminal according to the pres-
ent invention comprises a current position detector that
detects a current position, a destination point input unit
configured to input a destination point, a route guidance unit
that displays or outputs a guidance route to the destination
point, and a digital broadcast receiver that receives a digital
broadcast. The digital broadcast receiver specifies multiple
types of contents files and at least one guidance file from
within the digital broadcast. Each of the multiple types of
contents files contains contents information that is output to
or displayed on the route guidance unit, and an identifier of
the multiple types of contents files, and the guidance file
contains association information, which is information that
associates the identifier of the multiple types of contents files
with an identifier of a broadcast target area. The route
guidance unit is configured to, using the association infor-
mation, specify the contents file, which is associated with
the identifier of the broadcast target area that matches an
identifier of a present region including the current position
detected by the current position detector, or matches an
identifier of a mobile plan region including the guidance
route to the destination point that was input to the destination
point input unit, extract the specified contents file from the
digital broadcast through the digital broadcast receiver, and
display or output the contents information included in the
extracted contents file.

In a broadcast system according to the present invention,
information is provided by broadcasting from a broadcast
station with respect to a plurality of communications termi-
nals each having a current position detector. The broadcast
station broadcasts to the plurality of communications termi-
nals plural data files, each of which includes multiple types
of contents files and at least one guidance file. Each of the
multiple types of contents files contains contents informa-
tion that is output to or displayed on the plurality of
communications terminals, and an identifier of the multiple
types of contents files. The guidance file contains association
information, which is information that associates the iden-
tifier of the multiple types of contents files with an identifier
of a broadcast target area. Each of the plurality of commu-
nications terminals comprises a broadcast receiver, which
receives the guidance file and the multiple types of contents
files, and using the association information, specifies the
contents files, which are associated with the identifier of the
broadcast target area corresponding to the current position
detected by the current position detector, extracts the speci-
fied contents files from the broadcast, and displays or
outputs the contents information included in the extracted
contents files.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF DRAWINGS

FIG. 1 is an outline overall schematic view of a navigation
system according to an embodiment of the present inven-
tion;

FIG. 2 is a flowchart of a process that takes place when
a client terminal serving as a navigation device performs
route guidance;

FIG. 3 is a flowchart showing a process of respective
components associated with digital broadcasting;

FIG. 4 is a view showing a manner in which data files,
which are created by or stored in a route distribution server,
are output to the client terminal through a digital broadcast
station;

FIG. 5 is a view showing an example of a relationship
between priority levels and the content of contents informa-
tion;



US 9,448,080 B2

7

FIG. 6 is a view showing a first example of the content of
a list file;

FIG. 7 is a view showing in simplified form processing
performed in the digital broadcast station;

FIG. 8 is a view showing in simplified form an order of
respective data files when the digital broadcast station
transmits data files having a level 1 (most important) prior-
ity;

FIG. 9 is a flowchart of a process that takes place in the
client terminal;

FIG. 10 is a view showing in simplified form processing
performed in the client terminal; and

FIG. 11 is a view showing a second example of the
content of a list file.

DESCRIPTION OF EMBODIMENTS

A. Embodiment
1. Description of Overall Configuration
[1-1. Overall Configuration]

FIG. 1 is an outline overall schematic view of a navigation
system 10 (hereinafter also referred to as a “system 10”)
according to an embodiment of the present invention. The
system 10 includes a vehicle 12 having a client terminal 14
that functions as a navigation device (hereinafter also
referred to as a “navigation device 14”), a route distribution
server 16 (hereinafter also referred to as a “server 16”), a
weather information server 18 (hereinafter also referred to as
a “server 18”), a traffic information server 20 (hereinafter
also referred to as a “server 20”), and a digital broadcast
station 22 (hereinafter also referred to as a “broadcast station
227).

As shown in FIG. 1, the route distribution server 16 and
the digital broadcast station 22 are arranged in the same
facility, more specifically, an information center 24. As will
be discussed later, the route distribution server 16 and the
digital broadcast station 22 may also be arranged in different
facilities, respectively. Further, the weather information
server 18 is arranged in a weather-related facility 26. The
traffic information server 20 is arranged in a traffic-related
facility 28.

According to the present embodiment, in addition to
carrying out two-way communications between the respec-
tive client terminals 14 and the route distribution server 16,
a digital broadcast is delivered with respect to each of the
navigation devices 14 from the digital broadcast station 22.
Consequently, for example, even in the event that a large-
scale disaster occurs such that two-way communications
cannot be performed, necessary and essential information at
the time of a disaster can still be supplied to the client
terminals 14. As will be discussed later, the respective client
terminals 14 need not necessarily have a function of carrying
out two-way communications with the route distribution
server 16, and may only have a function of receiving digital
broadcasts from the digital broadcast station 22.

[1-2. Navigation Device 14 (Client Terminal)]

The navigation device 14 serves to guide a user of the
vehicle 12 along a route to a destination point. As will be
discussed later, the navigation device 14 may also be used
for purposes apart from the vehicle 12.

The navigation device 14 can take any of various forms.
For example, the navigation device 14 can be a vehicle-
mounted device. Alternatively, the navigation device 14 may
be a portable information terminal such as a smart phone or
the like that is used in combination with an in-vehicle
display. Alternatively, the navigation device 14 may be a
portable information terminal that includes its own display.
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As shown in FIG. 1, the navigation device 14 includes a
current position detecting device 30, a wireless communi-
cations device 32, a digital broadcast receiving device 34, an
input/output device 36, a computation device 38, a display
device 40, a storage device 42, and a map information
database 44 (hereinafter referred to as a “map information
DB 447).

The current position detecting device 30 detects the
current position Pc of the vehicle 12 using a GPS (Global
Positioning System) or the like.

The wireless communications device 32 carries out wire-
less communications with the server 16. However, in FIG. 1,
although it is shown that wireless communications are
performed directly between the vehicle 12 (wireless com-
munications device 32) and the server 16, communications
between the vehicle 12 and the server 16 may be performed
over wires or wirelessly, via a communications network or
a repeater or relay station.

The digital broadcast receiving device 34 receives digital
broadcasts from the digital broadcast station 22, and
includes a non-illustrated antenna and tuner. The digital
broadcast received by the digital broadcast receiving device
34 is output to the computation device 38 after a decoding
process or the like has been completed thereon. The hard-
ware configuration of the digital broadcast receiving device
34 can use the features disclosed in JP2007-060489A, for
example.

The input/output device 36 is a device for inputting and
outputting information with respect to the navigation device
14, including input of a destination point, and output of a
route to the destination point, etc., and includes a touch
panel and a speaker. The computation device 38 performs
various calculations for operational control of the various
components of the navigation device 14, or for route guid-
ance, etc. The display device 40 displays map information,
etc., at the time that route guidance is carried out, and may
also function or double as the input/output device 36. The
storage device 42 stores various types of data and programs.
The map information DB 44 accumulates and stores map
information, which is used when the computation device 38
performs route guidance.

In the present embodiment, the navigation device 14 can
cause a route to a destination point to be searched for in the
server 16, and then perform route guidance based on the
route (hereinafter also referred to as a “server route”) that is
notified from the server 16. As a result, highly precise
value-added route guidance can be implemented. In this
case, up until the server route is obtained from the server 16,
the navigation device 14 may perform route guidance based
on a temporary route (hereinafter referred to as a “tentative
route”), which is searched for by the navigation device 14
itself. As will be discussed later, the navigation device 14
need not necessarily carry out route guidance based on the
server route, and may perform route guidance based only on
the tentative route.

The hardware configuration of the navigation device 14
may make use of the features disclosed in JP2007-060489A,
for example.

[1-3. Route Distribution Server 16]

The route distribution server 16 searches for the server
route and notifies the navigation device 14, based on the
departure point, the destination point, and server search
conditions, which are notified thereto from the navigation
device 14.

As shown in FIG. 1, the server 16 is equipped with a
communications device 50, an input/output device 52, a
computation device 54, a display device 56, a storage device
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58, a map information database 60 (hereinafter referred to as
a “map information DB 60), a weather information data-
base 62 (hereinafter referred to as a “weather information
DB 62”), and a traffic information database 64 (hereinafter
referred to as a “traffic information DB 64”).

The communications device 50 carries out communica-
tions between the respective navigation devices 14 and the
wireless communications device 32. As discussed above, in
FIG. 1, although it is shown that wireless communications
are performed directly between the vehicle 12 (wireless
communications device 32) and the server 16 (communica-
tions device 50), communications between the vehicle 12
and the server 16 may be performed over wires or wirelessly,
via a communications network or a repeater or relay station.

The input/output device 52 is a device including a key-
board or a mouse that implements operations of the server 16
or the like by an administrator of the server 16 for inputting
and outputting information with respect to the server 16. The
computation device 54 performs various calculations for
operational control of the various components of the server
16, or for searching for a server route, etc. The display
device 56 displays various types of information, and may
also function or double as the input/output device 52. The
storage device 58 stores various types of data and programs
in the server 16.

The map information DB 60 accumulates and stores map
information, which is used when the computation device 54
searches for a guidance route. The map information DB 60
stores a greater amount and more finely detailed map
information than the map information DB 44 of the navi-
gation device 14.

The weather information DB 62 accumulates and stores
meteorological information Imet in conjunction with the
map information of the map information DB 60. The meteo-
rological information Imet, for example, is stored informa-
tion that is acquired from the weather information server 18.
As such meteorological information Imet, for example, there
may be included earthquake information, tsunami informa-
tion, climate information, heavy rainfall or flood informa-
tion, icy road surface information, typhoon information, etc.

The traffic information DB 64 accumulates and stores
traffic information Itfc in conjunction with the map infor-
mation of the map information DB 60. The traffic informa-
tion Itfc, for example, is stored information that is acquired
from the traffic information server 20. As such traffic infor-
mation Itfc, for example, there may be included traffic
regulation information, traffic results information, traffic
congestion information, construction information, etc.
[1-4. Weather Information Server 18]

The weather information server 18 supplies the aforemen-
tioned meteorological information Imet to the route distri-
bution server 16. The weather information server 18, in the
same manner as the route distribution server 16, is equipped
with a communications device, an input/output device, a
computation device, a display device, a storage device, and
a weather information database (none of which are shown).
[1-5. Traffic Information Server 20]

The traffic information server 20 supplies the aforemen-
tioned traffic information Itfc to the route distribution server
16. The traffic information server 20, in the same manner as
the route distribution server 16, is equipped with a commu-
nications device, an input/output device, a computation
device, a display device, a storage device, and a traffic
information database (none of which are shown).

[1-6. Digital Broadcast Station 22]

The digital broadcast station 22 delivers digital broadcasts
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the route distribution server 16. The transmission system for
the digital broadcast can utilize any of various systems,
including TDMA (Time Division Multiple Access), CDMA
(Code Division Multiple Access), or the like.

Further, according to the present embodiment, the digital
broadcast station 22 uses an IP data casting (IPDC) method.
IPDC is a method by which data is distributed simultane-
ously by an IP protocol. The digital broadcast station 22 may
also distribute data by way of other delivery technologies.
Moreover, the broadcast waves from the digital broadcast
station 22 may be encoded and then transmitted to the
navigation device 14. In this case, a decryption device is
provided in the navigation device 14.

The hardware configuration of the digital broadcast sta-
tion 22 can use the features disclosed in JP2007-060489A,
for example.

2. Process when Route Guidance is Performed

FIG. 2 is a flowchart of a process that takes place when
the navigation device 14 performs route guidance. Prior to
the navigation device 14 performing route guidance, it is
necessary for selections to be made, as to a route guidance
mode and server search conditions.

Among the route guidance modes, there are included a
“route distribution mode” in which a route to a destination
point is searched for in the server 16, and route guidance is
carried out based on the server route that is notified from the
server 16, and a “stand-alone route guidance mode” in which
a route is not searched for in the server 16, but rather the
route is searched for by the navigation device 14 itself.

Further, as the server search conditions, there may be
included, for example, “fastest”, “fastest (general roads)”,
and “fuel economy route”.

The condition “fastest™ is a search condition for searching
for a route by which the destination point can be reached in
a shortest time, which may include toll roads (expressways)
in the route. The condition “fastest (general roads)” is a
search condition for searching for a route by which the
destination point can be reached in a shortest time using only
general roads (toll free roads), which do not include toll
roads in the route. The condition “fuel economy route” is a
search condition for searching for a route by which emis-
sions of carbon dioxide (fuel consumption) are minimized.

In step S1, the navigation device 14 receives and accepts
an input of a destination point.

In step S2, the navigation device 14 determines whether
or not the route distribution mode has been selected as the
route guidance mode. If the route distribution mode has not
been selected as the route guidance mode (step S2: NO),
then the stand-alone route guidance mode (either “standard”
or “general road priority”) is selected as the route guidance
mode. Thus, in step S3, the navigation device 14 transitions
to the stand-alone route guidance mode, and the current
process is brought to an end without issuing a delivery
request to the server 16 for the server route.

If the route distribution mode is selected as the route
guidance mode (step S2: YES), then in step S4, the navi-
gation device 14 calculates a tentative route from the depar-
ture point to the destination point, based on a tentative
search condition (“standard” or “general roads priority™)
corresponding to the server search conditions that were
selected beforehand.

In step S5, the navigation device 14 issues a delivery
request to the server 16 for the server route. At this time, the
departure point, the destination point, and the server search
conditions of the navigation device 14 (vehicle 12) are
transmitted to the server 16 from the navigation device 14.
The server 16, which has received the delivery request,
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searches for the server route based on the departure point,
the destination point, and the server search conditions that
were notified from the navigation device 14, and delivers the
server route that was searched for to the navigation device
14.

In step S6, the navigation device 14 starts to perform
guidance along the tentative route. Then, in step S7, the
navigation device 14 confirms whether or not the server
route has been received from the server 16. If the server
route has not been received (step S7: NO), then guidance
continues to be performed along the tentative route of step
S6. If the server route has been received (step S7: YES), the
process proceeds to step S8.

In step S8, the navigation device 14 determines whether
or not the received new server route can be reproduced. If
the received new server route can be reproduced (step S8:
YES), then in step S9, the navigation device 14 sets the
reproduced new server route formally as a route (guidance
route) along which the vehicle is guided. On the other hand,
if the received new server route cannot be reproduced (step
S8: NO), then in step S10, instead of the new server route,
the navigation device 14 sets the current tentative route
formally as the guidance route. In other words, the current
tentative route continues to be used as is.

Next, in step S11, the navigation device 14 uses the
guidance route that was set in step S9 or step S10 to carry
out normal route guidance.

3. Process when Digital Broadcast is Performed
[3-1. Summary]

According to the present embodiment, various informa-
tion (contents information) is supplied to the user of the
vehicle 12 using a digital broadcast to the client terminals 14
from the broadcast station 22. As such various information,
there is included the aforementioned meteorological infor-
mation Imet and the traffic information Itfc. For example, in
the case that tsunami information is supplied by a digital
broadcast as the meteorological information Imet, the tsu-
nami warning is displayed forcibly on the display device 40
of the client terminal 14. In addition, when the tsunami
warning is supplied, elevation data of the surrounding area
may be included therein. Consequently, the user can easily
search for high ground to avoid the tsunami. An audio or
voice output may also be provided.

FIG. 3 is a flowchart showing a process of respective
components associated with digital broadcasting. FIG. 4 is a
view showing a manner in which data files Fdata (in
particular, contents files Fent), which are created by or
stored in the route distribution server 16, are output to the
client terminals 14 through the digital broadcast station 22.
In FIG. 4, “Iv” is an abbreviation indicating a level of
priority.

In step S21 of FIG. 3, the route distribution server 16
creates the contents files Fent. The contents files Fent will be
described in detail later. In step S22, the server 16 creates a
list file Flist. The list file Flist includes data that are used
when the client terminal 14 receives the contents files Fent.
The list file Flist will be described in detail later. In step S23,
the server 16 transmits a data file Fdata including the
contents files Fent and the list file Flist to the broadcast
station 22.

In step S24, the broadcast station 22 receives the data file
Fdata that was transmitted from the server 16. In step S25,
the broadcast station 22, using priority information Ipr
included in the respective contents files Fent, sorts the
respective contents files Fent (corresponding to the priority
level P thereof).
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In step S26, the broadcast station 22 delivers the contents
files Fent for each priority level P by way of digital broad-
casting. In the event that large-scale data is sent over digital
broadcast waves, if sent without modification, there is a
possibility for delay or losses to occur in the contents files
Fent. Thus, according to the present embodiment, the con-
tents files Fent are divided into a plurality of fragments Cn
and then sent.

However, since the full extent of the contents file Fent is
unknown on the side of the client terminal 14, it cannot be
known whether the data that has been received makes up a
complete contents file Fent. Thus, according to the present
embodiment, using the list file Flist, it is indicated in the
client terminal 14 which data should be received. More
specifically, in addition to the fragments Cn of the contents
files Fent, the list file Flist also is delivered. In the present
embodiment, the list file Flist is not divided into a plurality
of fragments, but is sent as a single file.

In step S27, the client terminal 14 receives the data file
Fdata (the contents files Fent and the list file Flist) from the
broadcast station 22. Reception of the files may be per-
formed over a channel that is either selected by or not
selected by a non-illustrated tuner of the client terminal 14.
In the case that a non-selected channel is used, the compu-
tation device 38 (see FIG. 1) controls the digital broadcast
receiving device 34 so as to receive the frequency of the
concerned channel at a predetermined period. Further, at this
time, whether or not to extract the respective contents files
Fent is determined based on the content of the list file Flist
(to be described in detail later).

In step S28, the client terminal 14 displays or outputs the
contents information Icnt in accordance with the priority
information Ipr included in the contents files Fent.

[3-2. Contents Files Fent]
(3-2-1. Outline of Contents Files Fent)

The contents files Fent include contents information Ient
that is displayed or output on the navigation devices 14
(client terminals 14) of the respective vehicles 12, a file
name Nf| category information Ictg, priority information Ipr,
and a time stamp TS (creation date and time).

(3-2-2. Contents Information Icnt)

As contents information Icnt, for example, there are
included the meteorological information Imet from the
weather information server 18, and the traffic information
Itfc from the traffic information server 20. The contents
information Ient is processed in the form of units that are
displayed or output to the client terminal 14. Stated other-
wise, the client terminal 14 is capable of displaying or
outputting the contents information Icnt at a stage in which
one of the contents files Fent is received.

(3-2-3. File Name Nf (Contents File Identifier))

The file name Nf functions as an identifier of the contents
file Fent. The file names Nf of the respective fragments Cn
have portions that are common among the respective frag-
ments Cn, and portions that differ for each of the fragments
Cn, for each contents file Fcnt.

(3-2-4. Category Information Ictg)

The category information Ictg is information indicative of
classified categories for each item of content of the contents
information Icnt. Among the categories, there may be
included, for example, earthquake information, tsunami
information, traffic results information, traffic regulation
information, etc. (see FIG. 6).

(3-2-5. Priority Information Ipr)

The priority information Ipr is indicative of a priority
level P in relation to the display or output of the contents
information Icnt.
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FIG. 5 is a view showing an example of a relationship
between priority levels P and the content of the contents
information Icnt. Level 1 (highest priority) in FIG. 5 is
information related to an emergency warning (EWS: Emer-
gency Warning System) broadcast. Accordingly, in relation
to contents information Icnt the priority level P of which is
level 1, a television receiver or a radio receiver (in the
present embodiment, the display device 40 of the navigation
device 14), which is in a sleep or standby state, is automati-
cally switched on.

As contents information Ient of level 1, for example, there
are included earthquake information, tsunami information,
disaster location information, traffic regulation information
(level 1), traffic results information (level 1), and emergency
information. The “level” in each of the contents information
Ient, similar to the priority level P, is indicative of the degree
of priority or importance thereof.

In the present embodiment, elevation data is included in
the tsunami information. By the display device 40 of the
client terminal 14 displaying the elevation data, it becomes
possible to provide a notification regarding evacuation sites
(locations where the elevation is high).

The disaster location information is information relating
to the position or the like of locations of recommended
evacuation sites at the time of a disaster, or helpful locations
following a disaster. The traffic regulation information is
information concerning traffic regulations (areas that are
closed to traffic, speed limits, etc.). The traffic results infor-
mation is information indicative of the roads on which the
vehicle 12 is traveling. By transmitting position information
(the current position Pc) from the vehicle 12 to the server 16,
the server 16 aggregates and obtains such data. The emer-
gency information is information in relation to other content
needed in the event of an emergency, apart from the infor-
mation described above.

Level 2 (priority level: high) is disaster information other
than that provided in level 1. For this reason, in relation to
contents information Icnt the priority level P of which is
level 2, it is not necessary for the display device 40, which
is in a standby state, to be switched on automatically. Stated
otherwise, how the level 2 contents information Icnt is
handled can be determined by a program that is executed by
the client terminal 14.

As contents information Ient of level 2, for example, there
are included weather information, heavy rain information,
flood information, road surface freezing information,
typhoon information, traffic regulation information (level 2),
and traffic results information (level 2). The weather infor-
mation referred to herein includes rain and snow informa-
tion, for example.

Level 3 (priority level: low) is information other than at
the time of a disaster. For this reason, in relation to contents
information Icnt the priority level P of which is level 3, it is
not necessary for the display device 40, which is in a standby
state, to be switched on automatically. Stated otherwise, how
the level 3 contents information Icnt is handled can be
determined by a program that is executed by the client
terminal 14. At this time, a distinction may be attached to
handling of the information of levels 2 and 3, respectively.

The identifiers “00”, “01” and “02” are assigned as
identifiers (priority level identifiers IDp) for each of the
levels 1 through 3, respectively. Consequently, the client
terminal 14 can confirm the priority level P based on the
priority level identifiers IDp.

Note that, although the priority level identifiers IDp are
included in the contents files Fent, such identifiers may be
included in the list file Flist instead.
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(3-2-6. Time Stamp TS (Updating Information))

The time stamp TS indicates the date and time at which
the contents files Fent were created. The time stamp TS in
the present embodiment is used as information (updating
information) when it is determined whether or not the
contents files Fent in the client terminals 14 need to be
updated. As a time stamp TS, for example, there can be
indicated information such as “YYYYMMDD-hhmmss”
(year, month, day, hour, minutes, seconds).

Other than the time stamp TS, for example, version
information can also be used as updating information,
assuming that such version information is included in the file
name Nf, or version information other than in the file name
Nf is included in the contents files Fent.

[3-3. List File Flist]

As described above, the list file Flist includes data that are
used when the client terminal 14 receives the contents files
Fent. The list file Flist includes information (association
information Ir) that associates the file names Nf, which serve
as identifiers for the contents files Fent (contents file iden-
tifiers), with identifiers IDbrd of the broadcast target area
Zbrd.

The identifier IDbrd of the broadcast target area Zbrd
(hereinbelow referred to as a “broadcast target area identifier
IDbrd”) is a code (e.g., a numerical value) that is used for
identifying the target broadcast area Zbrd. The target broad-
cast area Zbrd in this case is an area in which map infor-
mation thereof is separated by predetermined rules for
thereby specifying the reception area of the contents files
Fent. The predetermined rules referred to above, for
example, can use a two dimensional mesh shape (checker-
board shape) (see FIG. 10), a honeycomb shape, or an
equilateral triangle shape (a shape in which equilateral
triangles are combined in an alternating vertically inverted
form).

FIG. 6 is a view showing a first example of the content of
the list file Flist. As shown in FIG. 6, in the list file Flist, the
file names Nf of various types of contents files Fent (e.g.,
“Area_A-Earthquake.bin”, “513304-Traffic.bin™) are stored
as contents file identifiers for each of the broadcast target
area identifiers IDbrd. Note that “.bin” in this case is a file
extension that indicates a binary code.

Further, the file names Nf of the fragments Cn, for
example, may include numbers “-17, “-2 therein that
indicate the ordinal number of the fragments Cn as in
“Area_A-Earthquake-1.bin”, “Area_A-Earthquake-2.bin”.
Furthermore, although it is not indicated in FIG. 6, in the list
file Flist of the present embodiment, the number of the
fragments Cn of the contents files Fent is included.

Moreover, as shown in FIG. 6, corresponding to the
identifier IDbrd “513304”, the file “Area_X-Tsunami.bin”
that is associated with tsunami information and the file
“Area_A-Earthquake.bin” that is associated with the earth-
quake information are corresponded. Even if the same
identifier IDbrd “513304” is used, different areas (areas A,
X) can be made to correspond with each other.

As will be discussed later, in the client terminal 14, an
identifier IDv of a present region Zv including the current
position Pc, and an identifier IDs of a surrounding region Zs
are specified. The regions Zv, Zs are set to the same size as
that of the broadcast target area Zbrd. In addition, the client
terminal 14 specifies the file names Nf of the contents files
Fent that are associated with the broadcast target area IDbrd
that matches the specified identifiers IDv, IDs, and extracts
from the digital broadcast the contents files Fent having the
specified file names Nf.
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As shown in FIG. 6, 6-digit numbers (e.g., “513304”) are
used as identifiers IDbrd of the broadcast target areas Zbrd.
Further, a region that contains a plurality of broadcast target
areas Zbrd is described by the term “area”. Basically, in the
contents files Fent, although the identifier IDbrd is given
thereto, in exceptional circumstances, an “area name” may
also be given. Concerning creation of the list file Flist, note
that the list file Flist is updated every time that a contents file
Fent therein is created.

[3-4. Processing in Digital Broadcast Station 22]

FIG. 7 is a view showing in simplified form the process-
ing performed in the digital broadcast station 22. Basically,
the process shown in FIG. 7 progresses from the left side to
the right side of the drawing. In step S31 of FIG. 7, the
broadcast station 22 sorts the contents files Fent received
from the server 16 corresponding to the priority level P
thereof. More specifically, referring to FIG. 4, the contents
files Fent are divided into a group made up of items the
degree of importance of which is level 1 (highest impor-
tance), a group made up of items the degree of importance
of which is level 2 (priority level: high), and a group made
up of items the degree of importance of which is level 3
(priority level: low). Further, the list file Flist is sorted as
being of level 1 (highest importance).

In step S32, the broadcast station 22 performs data
compression on the contents files Fent and the list file Flist,
respectively. For example, the respective files are com-
pressed into zip files. At this time, the file names Nf
preferably are the same apart from their file extensions, so
as not to change before and after compression and before
and after future extraction thereof.

In step S33, the broadcast station 22 divides the respective
contents files Fent into fragments Cn. The file names Nf of
the respective fragments Cn have portions that are common
among the respective fragments Cn that make up each
contents file Fent, and portions that differ for each of the
fragments Cn. According to the present embodiment, the list
file Flist is not divided.

It should be noted that the division or fragmentation
herein differs from the division that is used for communi-
cations from the server 16 to the broadcast station 22 and for
delivery of the digital broadcast from the broadcast station
22 to the client terminals 14. For example, using an asyn-
chronous transfer mode (ATM), which is one type of trans-
missions technique, although the data to be transferred is
divided into fixed length cells, with the division or fragmen-
tation that is carried out in step S33, transmission is per-
formed in units of fragments Cn having the file name Nf,
which is different from a transmission technique such as
ATM. In other words, the fragments Cn in the present
embodiment are restored into the contents files Fent using
the list file Flist.

In step S34, the broadcast station 22 buffers the respective
contents files Fent and the list file Flist, which have been
divided.

FIG. 8 is a view showing in simplified form an order of
respective data files Fdata when the digital broadcast station
22 transmits data files Fdata having a level 1 (most impor-
tant) priority level P. Although as described above, in step
S33, the respective contents files Fent are divided into a
plurality of fragments Cn, it should be noted that, to facili-
tate understanding, in FIG. 8, the respective contents files
Fent are shown as being collected together as one (the
fragments Cn thereof are not shown). Further, in FIG. 8, a
case (i.e., a delivery period of level 1 entirely) is shown, in
which all of the contents files Fent of level 1, which were
buffered in step S34, are delivered at one time.
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The broadcast station 22 repeatedly sends the level 1 data
files Fdata at a predetermined period in the order shown in
FIG. 8. The term “predetermined period” implies a period
until the broadcast period (including a number of broad-
casts) that is set for the respective data files Fdata is
completed, or until the data files Fdata of the same file name
are updated. The broadcast period can be an interval from 1
to 10 minutes, for example.

As shown in FIG. 8, the list file Flist of the same content
is delivered multiple times in one delivery period. Stated
otherwise, the delivery period (list file delivery period) of
the list file Flist itself is set to be shorter than the delivery
period (contents file delivery period=delivery period of level
1 entirely) for the respective contents files Fent.

According to this feature, at the point in time that the list
file Flist is acquired during one of the contents file delivery
periods, fragments Cn associated with the current position
Pc of the client terminal 14 can start to be acquired.
Consequently, it is possible to advance or hasten the start
timing of acquisition of the fragments Cn.

Further, as described above, since the list file delivery
period is shorter than the contents file delivery period, the
broadcast station 22 can insert the list file Flist into a row of
contents files Fent at each of a predetermined number of the
contents files Fent.

In step S35 of FIG. 7, the broadcast station 22 delivers the
fragments Cn of the contents files Fent and the list file Flist
by way of a digital broadcast.

As shown in FIG. 7 etc., in the present embodiment, the
broadcast bands B1 to B3 are differentiated corresponding to
the priority levels P. For example, if the sum of all of the
broadcast bands B1 to B3 is 100%, the level 1 (highest
importance) broadcast band B1 thereamong is allocated to
80%, the level 2 (priority level: high) broadcast band B2 is
allocated to 15%, and the level 3 (priority level: low)
broadcast band B3 is allocated to 5%.

Further, the allocation ratios apply not only to the priority
levels P, but may be changed based on the number of the
contents files Fent (including the number of fragments Cn)
at each of the priority levels P, the amount of data, and the
delivery count or number of times (or the time stamp TS).
For example, the bands B1 to B3 of levels having a small
number of contents files Fent or a small data amount can be
made narrow, whereas the bands B1 to B3 of levels having
a large number of contents files Fent or a large data amount
can be made wide. Alternatively, the bands B1 to B3 of
levels having a large number of delivery times or an older
value (average value) of the time stamps TS can be made
narrow, whereas the bands B1 to B3 of levels having a small
number of delivery times or a newer value of the time
stamps TS can be made wide.

According to the present embodiment, the contents files
Fent can be delivered repeatedly. For example, in the case of
a tsunami warning, the same information is delivered repeat-
edly in a predetermined broadcast period (e.g., once every
minute) until the information is updated. Therefore, the
delivered fragments Cn of the contents files Fent are buft-
ered again (step S34). The number of times that repeated
delivery thereof is carried out is set in the server 16 or the
broadcast station 22.

A portion or all of the processing carried out in the
broadcast station 22 as described above (excluding the
delivery step S35) may also be performed in the server 16.
[3-5. Processing in Client Terminal 14]

FIG. 9 is a flowchart of a process that takes place in the
client terminal 14. FIG. 10 is a view showing in simplified
form the processing performed in the client terminal 14.
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In step S41 of FIG. 9, the client terminal 14 receives the
data file Fdata that was delivered from the broadcast station
22, more specifically, the fragments Cn of the contents files
Fent and the list file Flist.

In step S42, the client terminal 14 decompresses each of
the received data files Fdata, respectively. The contents files
Fent are extracted or decompressed, after all of the frag-
ments Cn are gathered. Furthermore, in the case that a
portion of the fragments Cn is missing and the contents file
Fent cannot be completed, the extracted fragments Cn are
retained for a predetermined period of time. If all of the
fragments Cn have been gathered within the predetermined
time period, then they are used in a process to be described
later, if a portion thereof is missing even though the prede-
termined period has elapsed, the client terminal 14 deletes
the fragments Cn. As the predetermined period, a delivery
period of the plurality of contents files (=a delivery period of
level 1 entirely) can be used.

Moreover, in the case that the file names Nf of the
fragments Cn before decompression can be specified for
each fragment Cn by the list file Flist, and the time stamps
TS prior to decompression can be confirmed, then the
fragments Cn having the same file names Nf and the same
time stamp values TS may be deleted prior to compression
thereof.

In step S43, the client terminal 14 detects the current
position Pc using the current position detecting device 30. In
step S44, the client terminal 14 specifies an identifier (pres-
ent region identifier IDv) of the region (present region Zv)
to which the current position Pc belongs, and an identifier
(surrounding region identifier IDs) of one or a plurality of
surrounding regions Zs that lie adjacent to the present region
Zv.

For specifying the present region identifier IDv, a map
that associates the position information (current position Pc)
with the identifier IDv is stored beforehand in the map
information DB 44 of the client terminal 14. Therefore, the
client terminal 14 can specify the identifier IDv in accor-
dance with the current position Pc, and can specify the
identifier IDs based on the identifier IDv and the planned
route of the vehicle 12.

For example, in the case that the present region Zv is the
region indicated by “503066” in FIG. 10, then eight sur-
rounding regions Zs around the present region Zv1 (the area
indicated by [503055] to [503057], [503065], [503067], and
[503075] to [503077] in FIG. 10) is defined as the surround-
ing region Zs. Alternatively, one or three regions in front of
the vehicle 12 in the traveling direction of the vehicle 12
may be defined as the surrounding region Zs. Alternatively,
three regions in front of the vehicle 12 in the traveling
direction thereof and two regions on the left and right of the
vehicle 12 (a total of five regions) can be defined as the
surrounding region Zs.

In step S45, the list file Flist is referred to concerning the
present region identifier IDv and the surrounding region
identifier IDs that were specified in step S44, and the client
terminal 14 specifies or identifies the file names Nf that are
associated with the broadcast target area identifier IDbrd that
matches with the respective identifiers IDv, IDs.

FIG. 11 is a view showing a second example of the
content of the list file Flist. For example, in the case that the
present region identifier IDv is [523857], the client terminal
14 specifies or identifies the file names Nf that are associated
with the broadcast target area identifier IDbrd that matches
with the respective identifiers IDv, and more specifically,
specifies the file name “Year_2012-Typhoon_No10.bin” in
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the second line, the file name “523857-Regulation.bin” in
the third line, and the file name *“523857-Traffic.bin” in the
sixth line of FIG. 11.

Further, as can be understood from FIG. 11, in the case
that the contents information Icnt included in the contents
files Fent cannot be clearly divided into units of the broad-
cast target areas Zbrd, a plurality of identifiers IDbrd may be
allocated with respect to a single contents file Fent.

In step S46 of FIG. 9, the client terminal 14 extracts the
contents files Fent based on the file names Nf that were
specified in step S45. More specifically, the client terminal
14 extracts file names Nf from among the contents files Fent
that were decompressed in step S42, and which match with
the file names Nf specified in step S45.

However, the client terminal 14 determines whether or not
contents files Fent of the same file names Nf have already
been extracted, and if so, compares the time stamps TS
(creation date and time) thereof. In addition, if the time
stamps TS are the same, the client terminal 14 does not
extract the new contents files Fent. On the other hand, if the
time stamps TS are newer, the client terminal 14 extracts the
new contents files Fent. In this manner, depending on the
situation, it is possible to carry out the relevant processes
before the decompression step (step S42).

In step S47, the client terminal 14 displays or outputs the
contents files Fent that were extracted in step S46 corre-
sponding to the priority level P thereof. For example, in the
case that the priority level P is level 1 (highest priority), a
switch is turned on automatically and broadcasting is per-
formed, even if the display device 40 is in a standby state.

At this time, information of the present region Zv and the
surrounding region Zs (mesh information of the map) is
displayed on the display device 40. In addition, rainfall/
snowfall information and tsunami information are rendered
on the map. In the foregoing manner, in the case of tsunami
information, elevation data is possessed by the map, and
appropriate information in the event of a disaster are dis-
played. Furthermore, location information or traffic restric-
tions (traffic stoppage, etc.) relating to the disaster may be
displayed as position information on the map screen. Further
still, traffic results information can be displayed on the map
screen.

Further, in the case that the priority level P is level 1
(highest priority), each time that a time stamp TS is updated,
the client terminal 14 interrupts for one minute the display,
on the route guidance screen at that time, of the contents
information Icnt included in the contents files Fent. When
the highest priority contents information Ient is displayed or
output, the client terminal 14 stops operations of a non-
illustrated audio device or a video screen.

Further, in the example shown in FIG. 11, at a point in
time when the file name “Year_2012-Typhoon_No10.bin” is
extracted, the contents information Icnt included in the
contents files Fent are displayed or output. Thereafter, when
the file name “523857-Regulation.bin” in the third line of
FIG. 11 is extracted, the contents information Icnt included
in the contents files Fent at that time are displayed or output.
Similarly, when the file name “523857-Traffic.bin” in the
sixth line of FIG. 11 is extracted, the contents information
Ient included in the contents files Fent at that time are
displayed or output.

In the client terminal 14 shown in FIG. 4, the numerical
values “100%”, “50%”, and “75%" that are shown above the
respective fragments Cn are indicative of the reception ratio
in the totality of the contents files Fent. Since 100% of the
level 1 fragments Cn are acquired, an output or display
thereof on the display device 40 is carried out.
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Further, in the event that contents files Fent of a plurality
of priority levels P are received simultaneously, the client
terminal 14 may use only one group of the contents files
Fentl having a high priority level P.

4. Advantages of the Present Embodiment

As has been described above, according to the present
embodiment, with the plurality of client terminals 14 (mo-
bile communications terminals), based on the list file Flist
(guidance file) that is included in the digital broadcast,
contents files Fent to be extracted can be specified. There-
fore, in each of the client terminals 14, contents information
Ient corresponding to the current position Pc can be
obtained, and displayed or output with ease.

Further, with the respective client terminals 14, in addi-
tion to referring to the list file Flist, the contents files Fent
to be extracted can be specified by monitoring the file names
Nf (contents file identifiers) of the contents files Fent.
Therefore, it becomes unnecessary to confirm the content of
the contents information Icnt within the contents files Fent.
Accordingly, the respective client terminals 14 can effi-
ciently sift through and select contents files Fent related to
the current position Pc.

In the present embodiment, the contents files Fent are
divided respectively into a plurality of fragments Cn (step
S33 of FIG. 7), and the digital broadcast station 22 delivers
the list file Flist of the same content a plurality of times,
during a delivery period (contents file delivery
period=delivery period of level 1 entirely) in which the
respective contents files Fent are delivered once (see FIG.
8).

According to this feature, at the point in time that the list
file Flist is acquired, even during the contents file delivery
periods, fragments Cn associated with the current position
Pc of the client terminal 14 can start to be acquired.
Consequently, it is possible to advance or hasten the start
timing of acquisition of the fragments Cn.

In the present embodiment, the association information Ir
contained in the list file Flist (guidance file) includes time
stamps TS (updating information) that are associated with
the file names Nf (identifier of the contents files) and the
broadcast target area identifier IDbrd. In the client terminals
14, after having received a certain contents file Fent, in the
case that a newer contents file Fent is received which has the
same file names Nf therein, if the time stamps TS are newer,
the contents information Icnt included in the new contents
file Fent is displayed or output, whereas if the time stamps
TS are the same, the contents information Icnt included in
the new contents file Fent is not displayed or output (steps
S46 and S47 of FIG. 9). In accordance with this feature, the
processing load for processing contents files Fent all of
which include the same contents information Icnt can be
reduced.

In the present embodiment, the list file Flist includes
information relating to the number of fragments Cn, and if
the number of fragments Cn of a contents file Fent to be
extracted is not in agreement, the client terminals 14 con-
tinue to store the fragments Cn that have been received until
the next contents file delivery period. Consequently, in the
case that a portion of the fragments Cn cannot be acquired,
the fragments Cn following reception can be maintained,
and can be provided to the next delivery cycle.

In the present embodiment, the multiple types of contents
files Fent are classified into respective categories corre-
sponding to the content of the contents information Icnt, the
list file Flist (guidance file) or the contents files Fent include
priority information Ipr in which priority levels P are defined
for each of the categories in relation to the display or output
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of the contents information Icnt, the digital broadcast station
22 sets the broadcast band B1 to B3 or the delivery period
in accordance with the priority level P and broadcasts the
contents files Fent, and the client terminals 14 display or
output the contents information Icnt corresponding to the
priority information Ipr (see FIGS. 4 and 8).

By this feature, since the contents files Fent are broadcast
by way of a broadcast band B1 to B3 or a delivery period in
accordance with the priority level P, the contents informa-
tion Icnt can be delivered to the client terminals 14 corre-
sponding to the priority level P thereof (for example, pri-
oritized if disaster information such as a tsunami or the like
is involved). Further, in the client terminals 14, since the
contents information Icnt is displayed or output correspond-
ing to the priority information Ipr, an appropriate display or
output can be made corresponding to the priority level P
thereof.

B. Modifications

The present invention is not limited to the above embodi-
ment, and as a matter of course, various alternative or
modified configurations may be adopted therein based on the
descriptive content of the present specification. For example,
the following configurations can be adopted.

1. Vehicle 12 (Object to which the Invention is Applied)

In the present embodiment, the client terminal 14 is used
in a vehicle 12. However, the client terminal 14 can be
applied to other uses. For example, the client terminal 14 can
be applied to mobile bodies such as airplanes, ships, and the
like. Alternatively, the client terminal 14 can be used as a
portable communication means such as a portable telephone
or the like.

2. Digital Broadcast Station 22

Although according to the present invention, the route
distribution server 16 carries out control of the broadcast
station 22 (refer to FIG. 1), taking into consideration, for
example, that supply of information by broadcasting is
differentiated from route distribution carried out by two-way
communications, the broadcast station 22 may perform
broadcasting independently from the route distribution
server 16. In this case, a server apart from the route
distribution server 16 (a server that does not perform route
guidance) may be provided to manage the broadcast station
22.

3. Broadcasting
[3-1. Broadcasting in General]

According to the above embodiment, although broadcast-
ing from the broadcast station 22 is carried out as a digital
broadcast, insofar as attention is directed to carrying out
one-way communications, an analog broadcast may also be
used.

According to the above embodiment, although the con-
tents files Fent are first divided into fragments Cn and then
delivered, insofar as attention is focused on the other char-
acteristics (for example, the point of sorting the contents
files Fent in accordance with the priority level P thereot), the
contents files Fent may be delivered without being divided.
[3-2. List File Flist (Guidance File)]

According to the above embodiment, although the list file
Flist includes information concerning the number of frag-
ments Cn, insofar as attention is focused on the other
characteristics (for example, the point of sorting the contents
files Fent for the priority level P thereof), information
concerning the number of fragments Cn need not necessarily
be included therein.

[3-3. Broadcast Target Area Identifier IDbrd]

According to the above embodiment, although the broad-

cast target area identifier IDbrd is included in the list file
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Flist, for example, insofar as attention is paid to delivering
the identifier IDbrd, the broadcast target area identifier
IDbrd can be omitted from inclusion in the list file Flist. For
example, the identifier IDbrd may be included in the con-
tents files Fent.

[3-4. Priority Information Ipr]

According to the above embodiment, the priority level P
is divided into three stages (levels 1 through 3). However,
the priority level P may be divided into two stages or four
or more stages.

According to the above embodiment, the priority infor-
mation Ipr is used. However, for example, assuming that
attention is applied to use of the list file Flist, use of the
priority information Ipr can be dispensed with.

4. Client Terminals 14

In the example of FIG. 10, contents files Fent are acquired
concerning the present region Zv to which the current
position Pc belongs, and concerning the surrounding region
Zs adjacent to the present region Zv. However, insofar as
attention is focused on the other characteristics (for example,
the point of sorting the contents files Fent for the priority
level P thereof), the invention is not restricted to this feature.
For example, contents files Fent may be acquired concerning
only the present region Zv or the surrounding region Zs.

Alternatively, in addition to or in place of at least one of
the present region Zv and the surrounding region Zs, con-
tents files Fent may be acquired concerning all or a portion
of a region (a mobile plan region Zd) to which the guidance
route obtained from the server 16 or the guidance route
calculated by the navigation device 14 belongs. In accor-
dance with this feature, not only the current position Pc, or
in place of the current position Pc, contents information Ient
is supplied in relation to a route to the destination point.
Therefore, the user can accurately grasp the situation of a
future route.

The respective client terminals 14 of the above embodi-
ment include both the function of carrying out two-way
communications with the route distribution server 16 (two-
way communications function), and the function of receiv-
ing digital broadcasts from the digital broadcast station 22
(digital broadcast receiving function). However, for
example, insofar as attention is focused on the digital
broadcast receiving function, the respective client terminals
14 need not necessarily include the two-way communica-
tions function. In this case, the respective client terminals 14
do not carry out route guidance based on the server route, but
may perform route guidance based only on the tentative
route. Alternatively, although the respective client terminals
14 include the current position detecting function, without
performing route guidance, a broadcast may be received
corresponding to the current position or a surrounding
position around the current position.

The invention claimed is:

1. An information providing method, comprising a two-
way communications step of performing two-way commu-
nications between a server and a plurality of mobile com-
munications terminals, and a digital broadcasting step of
digitally delivering and broadcasting to the plurality of
mobile communications terminals from a digital broadcast
station, wherein:

the two-way communications step further comprises:

a route search request step carried out via wireless com-
munications for transmitting from the mobile commu-
nications terminals with respect to the server a current
position of each of the mobile communications termi-
nals, and a search request for a guidance route to a
destination point;
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a search route transmission step of transmitting the guid-
ance route that was searched for by the server by way
of wireless communications from the server with
respect to each of the mobile communications termi-
nals; and

a route guidance step for performing route guidance in the
mobile communications terminals using the guidance
route that was obtained from the server;

the digital broadcasting step further comprises:

a broadcasting step of digitally delivering and broadcast-
ing contents information from the digital broadcast
station with respect to the plurality of mobile commu-
nications terminals; and

a contents receiving step of receiving the digital delivery
and broadcast and displaying or outputting the contents
information that is included in the digital delivery and
broadcast, in the mobile communications terminals;

the digital delivery and broadcast includes sequential
delivery of plural data files, each of which includes
multiple types of contents files and guidance file for
selecting and extracting a contents file to be displayed,
from among the contents files;

each of the multiple types of contents files contains the
contents information that is output to or displayed on
the mobile communications terminals, and a contents
information identifier corresponding to the contents
information;

the guidance file contains association information, which
is information that associates the contents information
identifier included in the multiple types of contents files
with an area identifier, the area identifiers each being
given correspondingly to each of plural areas divided in
the broadcast target area of the digital delivery and
broadcast;

in the broadcasting step, same guidance file is delivered
multiple times in one delivery period of the multiple
types of contents files; and

the contents receiving step further comprises:

a contents file specifying step of specifying the contents
file, which corresponds to the contents information
identifier associated with the area identifier that
matches an area identifier of a present region that
includes the current position contained within the guid-
ance file, or matches an area identifier of a mobile plan
region including the guidance route obtained from the
server;

a contents file extracting step of extracting only the
specified contents file from the digital delivery and
broadcast; and

a contents displaying/outputting step of displaying or
outputting, in the mobile communications terminals,
the contents information included in the extracted con-
tents file.

2. A mobile communications terminal comprising:

a current position detector that detects a current position;

a destination point input unit configured to input a desti-
nation point;

a route guidance unit that displays or outputs a guidance
route to the destination point;

a wireless communications device that communicates
with a server that searches for the guidance route; and

a digital broadcast receiver that receives a digital delivery
and broadcast;

wherein the digital broadcast receiver sequentially
receives multiple types of contents files and guidance
file for selecting and extracting, from among the con-
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tents files, a contents file to be displayed, from within
the digital delivery and broadcast;

each of the multiple types of contents files contains
contents information that is output to or displayed on
the route guidance unit, and a contents information
identifier corresponding to the contents information;

the guidance file contains association information, which
is information that associates the contents information
identifier included in the multiple types of contents files
with an area identifier, the area identifiers each being
given correspondingly to each of plural areas divided in
the broadcast target area of the digital delivery and
broadcast, and same guidance file is delivered multiple
times in one delivery period of the multiple types of
contents files; and

the route guidance unit is configured to:

issue a request to the server by way of the wireless
communications device with the current position that
was detected by the current position detector, for a
search request for a guidance route to the destination
point that was input to the destination point input unit;
and

acquire via the wireless communications device the guid-
ance route that was searched for by the server; and

furthermore, the route guidance unit is configured to:

specify the contents file, which corresponds to the con-
tents information identifier associated with the area
identifier of the broadcast target area that matches an
area identifier of a present region including the current
position that is contained within the guidance file and
was detected by the current position detector, or
matches an area identifier of a mobile plan region
including the guidance route obtained from the server;

extract only the specified contents file from the digital
delivery and broadcast through the digital broadcast
receiver; and

display or output the contents information included in the
extracted contents file.

3. An information providing method that provides infor-
mation by a digital delivering and broadcast from a digital
broadcast station with respect to a plurality of mobile
communications terminals having a current position detect-
ing function:

the information providing method comprising:

a broadcasting step of digitally delivering and broadcast-
ing contents information from the digital broadcast
station with respect to the plurality of mobile commu-
nications terminals; and

a contents receiving step of receiving the digital delivery
and broadcast and displaying or outputting the contents
information that is included in the digital delivery and
broadcast, in the mobile communications terminals;

the digital delivery and broadcast includes sequential
delivery of plural data files, each of which includes
multiple types of contents files and guidance file for
selecting and extracting a contents file to be displayed,
from among the contents files;

each of the multiple types of contents files contains the
contents information that is output to or displayed on
the plurality of mobile communications terminals, and
a contents information identifier corresponding to the
contents information;

the guidance file contains association information, which
is information that associates the contents information
identifier included in the multiple types of contents files
with an area identifier, the area identifiers each being
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given correspondingly to each of plural areas divided in
the broadcast target area of the digital delivery and
broadcast;

in the broadcasting step, same guidance file is delivered
multiple times in one delivery period of the multiple
types of contents files; and

the contents receiving step further comprises:

a contents file specifying step of specifying the contents
file, which corresponds to the contents information
identifier associated with the area identifier of the
broadcast target area that matches an area identifier of
a present region including the current position detected
by the mobile communications terminals, or matches
an area identifier of a mobile plan region including the
guidance route to the destination point that was input to
the mobile communications terminals;

a contents file extracting step of extracting only the
specified contents file from the digital delivery and
broadcast; and

a contents, in the mobile communications terminals, dis-
playing/outputting step of displaying or outputting the
contents information included in the extracted contents
file.

4. A mobile communications terminal comprising:

a current position detector that detects a current position;

a destination point input unit configured to input a desti-
nation point;

a route guidance unit that displays or outputs a guidance
route to the destination point; and

a digital broadcast receiver that receives a digital delivery
and broadcast;

wherein the digital broadcast receiver specifies multiple
types of contents files and guidance file for selecting
and extracting, from among the contents files, a con-
tents file to be displayed, from within the digital
delivery and broadcast;

each of the multiple types of contents files contains
contents information that is output to or displayed on
the route guidance unit, and a contents information
identifier corresponding to the contents information;

the guidance file contains association information, which
is information that associates the contents information
identifier included in the multiple types of contents files
with an area identifier of, the area identifiers each being
given correspondingly to each of plural areas divided in
the broadcast target area of the digital delivery and
broadcast, and same guidance file is delivered multiple
times in one delivery period of the multiple types of
contents files; and

the route guidance unit is configured to:

specify the contents file, which corresponds to the con-
tents information identifier associated with the area
identifier that matches an area identifier of a present
region including the current position detected by the
current position detector, or matches an area identifier
of a mobile plan region including the guidance route to
the destination point that was input to the destination
point input unit;

extract only the specified contents file from the digital
delivery and broadcast through the digital broadcast
receiver; and

display or output, in the mobile communications termi-
nals, the contents information included in the extracted
contents file.



